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For Immediate Release

North American International Sale of Champs 
Produces Record Prices in 2011
by Claude L. Brock

Louisville, KY  -  November 17, 2011  -  The Sale of Champions at the North American International Livestock Exposition broke the gross sale record this year.


Gross sales for six animals this year is $103,500.  The highest previous sale took place in 2009 and totaled $98,800.

Six animals, including three Grand Champions and three Reserve Champions, are sold each year at the Sale of Champs.  Animals are chosen from the expo’s Junior Steer Show, Junior Wether (lamb) Show, and the Junior Swine Show.  Youngsters under 21-years-of-age are allowed to compete in junior shows.  Their victories rank among the largest of their lives.  

Prices paid for the six top animals in the Sale of Champs are essentially salutes to young people who raise and show their champions.  Many individuals and businesses participate to purchase the champion animals as a reward to youth for outstanding work and dedication.

Prices paid for each of the six animals this year are:  Grand Champion Steer, $27,250; Reserve Champion Steer, $23,750; Grand Champion Hog, $16,000; Reserve Champion Hog, $12,000; Grand Champion Wether, $13,000; and Reserve Champion Wether $11,500.  Five of the six prices established a record this year, the only exception being the Grand Champion Wether.

Young people who earned their way into the Sale of Champions, and then took home big prices for their work included: Baylor Bonham with his Grand Champion Steer, Newcastle, Okla.; Ashtin Guyer of Robinson, Ill. with her Reserve Champion Steer; Katie Davis with her Grand Champion Hog, Paragould, Ark.; Elizabeth Hodges of Lebo, Kan., with her Reserve Champion Hog; Brenden Kuesel of Victor, Iowa, with his Grand Champion Wether; and Samantha Raute of Carmel, Ind., with her Reserve Champion Wether. 

As the Sale of Champions moved to its surprising climax this year at the North American International, President and Founding Manager Harold Workman said, “This year is surely a major indication that support of young people in agriculture has risen above the tough economy.”  He said the education and support of youth in all areas of the expo has always been a primary focus.  “We are deeply grateful to all buyers who continue to help youth with their careers, their education and their confidence levels,” Workman concluded.
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